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Lord Biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry. 


1 My Lord, 
Y Hen Your Lordſhip return d from 


the Parliament, to Vilit us who 
have the happineſs to be under 
your peculiar care, and to Confirm your Peo- 
ple; I humbly thought, this plain Diſcourſe 
would be [3 997 : and the more for the 
common Neglect of the Apoſtolical Rite here 
recommended. The favourable reception of it 
by Your Lordſhip, and the Audience, hath com- 
A manded. 


4 

F 

N 

4 

* 
LE, 

1 F 

4 
18 
2 

3 

E 

K 

% 
2 
F. * 


* 


The Dedication. 
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manded it to the Preſs; which it was not in. 
tended for: but I could neither diſobey, nor 
reſiſt the Argument, that through (God's Bleſ- 
fing) it might be inſtrumental in doing ſome 
good. Thus is more than I can. promiſe to it: 
but My Lord, if Confirmation were generally 
better underſtood, I am perſwaded, a Refor- 
mation of Manners would be much promoted 
by it; and Religiou Unity advanc'd; and 
Tour Lordſhip's Order, which all our Sæctaries 
blindly ſtrike at, would be more Univerſciiy 
reſpected. AWW 


And, My Lord, thi Critical time require: 
the Conjunction of all our Endeavours, as well 
as Prayers: and having an Enemy that comes 
againſt us with Twenty Thouſand, we ſhall 
never be able to meet him, without a perfect 
Union of all our Counſels, and Strength. May 
God inſpire us with true Wiſdom, and Courage, 
and Stedfaſtneſ; that we may ſucceed in vin- 
dicating his Church, and Religion; and may 


we particularly of this Dioceſi act firmly, (if 


calPd thereunto) after Your Lordſhip's Example 
in that Memorable Day, (which will” never. 
„ Nenn cen 9 1 5 


The Dedication. 


be forgotten in our Annals) when at the 


Head of a Learned Society, You reſolutely, 


and to the Loß of your temporal Emoluments, 
withſtood the Introduction of Popery into the 
famous Univerſity of Oxford. This, My Lord, 
I had the Honour to be a Sympathizing 
witneſs of: as of the like Magnanimity in 
the higheſt Prelates of this Church; and more 
Eminently in One, whoſe Suffering: for it 
have d gloriouſly diſtingwifh'd him, as his 
Zeal, and Bravery, equal to his Noble Birth) 
in Defending it at all times. Under ſuch Lea- 
ders we of lower Stations are mizhtily En- 
courag'd to Integrity, and Vigour, and Con- 
ſtancy and we, My Lord, of this County 
oui be the more Unpa irdonable for failing 
herein ; becauſe we are alſo animated to theſe 
N by a Nobility, and Gentry, Ex- 


emplary for Loyalty to the Crown, and Stea- 


dineſs to the Church, and Concord among 
ele. | 


My Lord, the more faithfully we purſue 


theſe Obligations, . Your Lordſbip's comfort in 


governing i will be the greater: and that this 
2 may 


The Dedication. 
may be ever Increaſing, and Your Lordſhip 


may have the full Recompence of Tour Paſtoral 
'Labours ; u the hearty Prayer of, 
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My Lord, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt Dutiful, 
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Humble, and Obedient Servant, 
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A DISCOURSE of 


CONFIRMATION. 


Acts VIII. r7. 


Then they laid their hands on 
them, and they received the 


Holy Ghoſt. 


* N this divided ſlate of the Chriſtian Church 

(which is almoſt Ove: helm d by ſo many 

Sects and Parties; and all pretending equal- 

ly to Scripture) the ſafeſt bottom r a good 

Conſcience to reſt upon in Ambiguous Controver- 

ſies, is to enquire of former ages, and prepare our Job 8. 8. 

ſelves to the ſearch of our Fathers; to examine care- 

fully what was Taught and Practis'd from the be- Matt. 19. 8. 

ginning ; and what the Conſtitution of the Church 

was under the Apoſtles, and their immediate Suc- 

ceſſours; when the Spirit of Truth, and Love e. Gen. 1. 2, 

ved upon the face of the waters. Diſputes are end- 

leſs, eſpecially where numbers are eagerly Engag'd ; 

and Novelties flatter to much the Pride of Human 

underſtanding: and ſcarce any Cauſe is ſo bad, 

which ſome Advocates may not plauſibly defend. 

But in this Modeſt and Pacifick method, a Temper 

might ſoon be diſcern'd ; for the allying of our reli- 

gious Contentions: and by asking for the old Flt, Ter. 6. fc 
| an | 
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A Diſcourſe 


and walking therein, we might find reſt for our fouls 5. 
By this Rule our bleſſed Reformers proceeded : 
and by this we may confidently try all our Adver- 
faries both Old and New: who by departing from 
us, have no leſs departed from the Primitive Church, 
Many inſtances of this Truth might be laid before 


this learned Audience: but I ſhaft only inſiſt upon 4 


the uſe of Confirmation; which, though deſpis d by. 
our Separatiſts, will (upon a Serious review) ap- 
pear. to give us abundantly the Advantage over 
all of them; and tend (by 2 Sedulous manage. 
ment) to the Compoſing of our difimal Breaches, 
and to the fixing of ſincere Chrittians in our E oly 
Communion. Accordingly be pleasd to remen. 
ber, that upon the Perſecution raisd againf} t 
Church at Feruſalem, the Diſciples being {cater 0 
abroad, and thereupon Propagating the Chriſtias 


Faith; (as the over. ruling hand of Providence ire-- 


quently brings Good out of Evil one ol them, Ph/ip 


— 3,6, 12. the Deacon, went down to the City of Samaria, and 


v. 14, 


preached Chriſt unto them and with fo great ſuc- 


ceſs, that the People with one accord gave 5 ed unto 
the Things which he Spake ; hearing, and ſeeing the 
Miracles which He 1h: 11 when they believed him, 
18 7 815 Ming the Kingdom of God, and the 
Name of Feſus Chriſt, they were baptized both Men, 
and Women. Philip therefore had the Authority 


of receiving Converts into the Church by Baptiſm ; | 


and this he adminiſter d to all that had recourle to 
um, and made profeſſion of belicving in Curiſt : 

but his Power being limited, it follows in the ſa- 

cred, Hiſtory, when the Apoſtles which w:7e at Jeru- 


{alem, heard that Samaria had received the N bo 
Go 
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of Confirmation. Fl 3 
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God, they ſent unto them Peter, and ſohn: the End 


5f whoſe Journey was to Confirm the Baptiz'd Sa- 
maritans ; for Then laid they their hands on them and 


they received the Holy Ghoſt. 


II. Tn diſcourſing upon which Words, I ſhall 
oger to your Conſideration theſe ſeven Points: I/. 
the Ceremony of Impoſition of Hands: 29. the Deſ- 
cent of the Holy Ghoſt conſequential to it: 3 ly. 
The Apoſtolical uſage of Confirmation: I ly. the 
Adminiſtration of it by the Biſhops of the Church : 
5 ly. the Refloring of it at the Reformation to the 
Primitive Simplicity: 69. the Qualifications ne- 
ceſlary for receiving it: and 7H. the Uſefulneſs of 
it to ſuch as are admitted thereunto. Which heads 
being briefly explain 'd, I ſhall beg leave to apply 
them, in ſome Conſiderations proper to us of the 
Clergy: that we may watch over our Flocks with 
the greater Comfort; and (ſuitably to S. Paul's Phil. 2. 15, 
advice) may be blameleſs, and harmleſs, the Sons of 
Cod, without Rebuke, in the Midſt of a Crooked, and 
Perverſe Nation; among whom we ought to Shixe 
as lights in the World. 


HI. The'firſt Point is the Ceremony in my Text 
of Impoſition of Hands, which in the Antient Church 
(both Jewiſh, and Chriſtian) did often go along 
with Prayer, and Benedictions: ſo here the Apo- 

tles prayed for thoſe of Samaria, that they might, 15. 
receive the Holy Ghoſt ; and then (after this neceſſa- 
ry Preparation) /aid their hands upon them. For 
the antiquity of this Rite, J ſhall not look ſo far 
back as to the 0/4 Teſtament ; but only obſerve 
B 2 five 


A Diſcourſe 
five Caſes under the New, wherein it was of Ordina- 
ry Applaiction 1/2, In the Conſecrating of Men co 
holy Orders: ſo at the Ordaining of the firſt Dea- 
Ads C. G. cons, the Apoſtles prayed and laid their Hande on 

them, and ſo the Biſhop ot Epheſus was conſecra- 

1 Tim. 4. 14. ed by the laying on of the hands of the Preslytery. 

Secondly, Jn the m.raculous Healing of the Sick, 
Mar. 16. 18. according to our Lord's Promiſe, They ſhall lay 
hands on the: ſick, and they ſhall recover: and this 
ys 7. & Gift continu'd from the Apoilles, fo long in the 
= I. 2. c. 57. Church, that S.“ Trexew mentions it as pra is 
3 in his Age. Thirdly, in the + Abſolut: 

1, Peccarores ad Exomo- on of Penitents, when they were reſlor's 

Ogeſin veniant, & per ö , x } 
Manũs impoſitionem E- to the Communion of the Church. after 
piſcopi, & Cleri, jus com- à que Penance tor their groſs Relapſes : 
Opiee. Bd. ig the Vigour of which Diſcipline our 

| Church wiſheth for, but cannot yer ex- 

pect. Of this the Apoſtolical Injunction may fit! 

1Tim. 5.22, be underſtood, Lay hands ſuddenly on no Man; that 
is, (according to our great Parapliraſt) When tho: 

haſt inflicted Cenſures on any, make not too much haſt 

to abſolve them again, before they have by good Works 

approv'd the fincerity of their Reformation. 4 ty. In 

bleſſing of Infants, after the Manner of the Fews - 

and ſome of theſe were brought to. Chriſt. humſelt, 

Mat. 19. 13. that He ſhould put his hands on them and pray: which 
he 5 did with remarkable Tendernels. 

5 ly. Io Confirming after Baptiſm, either immediate 

ly ſuch as were of a riper Age; or in proceſs ot 

Time ſuch as were Regenerated in their Jatancy. 
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V. 


IV. This: 
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of Confirmation. 


wo IV. This is the Caſe before us: and becauſe Ar. 

„ ciently the Holy Ghoſt came down upon ſuch Iin 
poſition of hands, let us Conſider 2 /y. the Nature 
of this Deſcent. Now tis obſervable that the Holy . 
Spirit may be conterr'd in two different Ways; 1/. 
in regard to his Fxtraordinary Gifts: and 2 h. in re- 
gard to Common Graces. In the former Way he was 
more ſignally imparted to the Primitive Church, 
when it had much Oppolition to Struggle with, 
and the crecting of a new Religion upon the Croſs 
ot a dying Saviour could hardly be endur'd in an 
Idolatrous World: and theretore Miracles were nc- 
cellary to ſtop the Mouths ot Infidels, and to 
Urengtlien the Perſecuted Diſciples. For which 
Reaſon the Holy Ghoit did gloriouſly vouchiate 
the Demonſtrations of his Preſence upon Public 

x Occaſions, and in the ChriſtianAſſemblies: and lo we 

5 read, that When they had Prayed, the Place was ſha- Acts 4. 
0 ten where they were aſſembled together; and they. 
were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt. But after the 
Settlement ot the Church, ſuch extraordinary Illap- 
{es of the Spirit were of no longer Neceſſity: and it 
was then leſt to his ordinary Guidance by ſeeret, and 
mviſible Communications; which are to be obtain'd 
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8 in the proper Exerciles of Religion, by ſuch as are 
5 fitted for the Reception of them, and ſcek for them 
= in the Miniſterial and regular Way. 7he Wind jou 3. 8. 
b (faith our Lord) Bloweth where it liſteth'; and ſo vs 
. every one that is born of the Spirit : that is, the di- 


vine Spirit comes by unperceivable, and hidden 
Etiuſions, as God is pleas d to beſtow it: but how- 
ever. tis moſt likely to be found in the Ordinances 


of 


* 


n _ * 


A Diſcourſe F 


* Pea 7 ON 
Lect, 5. in 
Act. Ap. 


* Epilt. 93. 


of his Church; and when the Chief Officers of it 
(that derive their Power from him) bleſs his Peo- 
ple with fervent, and Huthoritatj ve Prayer, we 
hve ground to believe that the common Afiſtan- 
ces ot the Spirit, and helps to Salvation, are then 
peculiarly Communicated to ſuch as are worthy 
of them. a 


V. And fo we humbly truſt, that this is the ef 
fect of Confirmation: the Apoſtolical uſage whereof I 
am to aſſert, in ſpeaking to the third Point. For ſince 


in the Prayers of the Church tor this Office the 


Biſhop - uſeth theſe Words, We make our humble 
Supplications unto thee for theſe thy Servants, upon 
whom (aſter the Example of the holy Apoſtles) we 
have now laid our hands : and ſince Men under this 
Conviction would certainly have more reſpect tor 
this Solemniry, 'and more Encourage the Accels to 
it, than we generally ſee under our preſent Diviſi- 
ons: tis a Natural Demand, Where is this Exam- 


ple of the Apoſtles to be met with? I anſwer, 


Where the Fathers plainly diſcern'd it; and that 
was in my Text. Whereupon this Deduction from 
it is made by one of the greateſt * Maſters of anci- 
ent Learning, that this Nation ever produe'd 7c 
certè profettas "eſt ritus © onfirmationis in Hccleſid 


noſtra retentus, & invitis Presbyteranis foli Fpiſcopo- 
rum functioni reſervatus ; qui ſemper, & ubique Epiſ- 


copis tantùm antiquo jure competebat. This he might 
Confidently ſay after 8.“ Cyprian, who hath this re. 
mark upon the ſame Hiſtory: The ſame thing is HH 
Prattisd amongſt us, that they who are Baptiæ d in 
the Church, are preſented to the Governours of i; 

That 
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of Confirmation. 7 
that, by our Prayer, and In ofition of hands they may 
obtain the Fly Gheſt, and be perfected with the Sea! 


of Chriſt; that is, (as * one truly Interprets it) D.. Falkner 


25 by Confirmation attain to the higheſt Order of 
Chriſtians. Thus this Eminent Martyr, and Biſhop, 
almoſt 15co Years ago, diſcovers the Practice, and 
benefit of Confirmation: and I might go higher 
yet, and appeal to the Floquent+ 7ertul- Abe Rt. e. 
. EY 0 „. . 
lian; who tells us, that after Baptiſm ,,\ nne 
| , F : Caro manũs impoſitlone 
Manus imponitur, per Benedictlionem aduo adumbratur, ut & anima 


cans, & invitans Spiritum Sanittim, I fpirimu illuminetur. 1d. 


| 64% de Refur. car. c. &. 
might alſo aſcend perhaps to 8.“ Jn̊, er g ebe 


Wo 


a” 


at leaſt to St. Paul himſelf, who menti- ve, Selene rar o2ge- 
ons as Fu damental, the dloclrine of Bap. r 
film, and of lay ing on of hands . that is, of - Heb. 6. 2. 
Confirmation: as he is underſtood by good 

Interpreters, both Ancient and Modern. But 1 

mall only corroborate my Text with a parallel Oc- 

currence, namely that of the Diſciples at Epheſus ; Act. 19.5, 
upon whom, aſter they had been baptiz'd in the 

name of Jeſus, the fame Apoſtle laid his hands : and 

then the Foly Ghoſt came on them, and they ſpake 

with tongues, and propheſy d. 


VT. From what hath been obſerv'd, the fourth 
Point appears, that Confirmation is to be admini— 
ſtred by the Bithops of the Church: who may well 
be atlow'd to lay hands upon their Spiritual Chil- 
dren with as much Influence, as Jacob did in his Gen. 14,10 
bleſling the Sons of Fofeph. - The Appropriation , NO 
of this Rite to ,*, Biſhops, is ſo unconteſtable in mazeres nam, 


qui & baptizandi, & manum imponendi, & ordinandi poflident pateſtatem, Fir- - 


* 


milian. Ep. ad Cyprian. 
Per impoſitionem manuum Spiritus Sanctus aceipi Pole creditur: quod poſt 
baptiſmum, ad confirmationem unitatis in Eccles Chriſti, a Pontificibus teri 


ſolet. Ambrof. in Ep. ad Hebr, 
the 


——— 
— 4 . 8 
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* Hieron, 


Van. LI. 


+ Epiſt. ad 
5 Egbert. 


tick, as well as Rel 'S 


any of the Proteſtant Churches ; had it not been 
for the unhappinels of 'their wanting this Order. 
But one Inftelicity frequently draws on another: 
And they who manag'd this Affair, (having Poli. 


igious Views) thought fit to 
drop Confirmation it ſelf, rather than to be put to 


the Defence of ſo plain an Innovation, as the 


committing of it to Presbyters. Whether this Li- 
mitation was made at the beginning 4% honorem 


Sacerdotii ; (as an eminent“ Father ipeaks) or for 
greater Impreſſions of Awe and Reſpect; or rather 
upon Reaſons of higher conſequence, I ſhall not 
pretend to decide: and I think this Reſpect is due 


to primitive Cuſtoms; that we mult not therelore 


fight, or alter them, becauſe poſſibly at this di- 
flance we know not the grounds on which they 
were eſtabliſh'd.* The Aſſertion of our Church is 
enough for our direction: It hath been a ſolemn, 
ancient, and laudable Cuſtom in the Church of God, 
continu'd from the Apoſtles time ; that all Biſhops 
ſhould lay their hands upon Children baptized, and 
rmnſtructed in the Catechiſm of Chriſtian Religion, 
praying over them, and bleſſing them. Jo this ten- 
dency, tis an old Complaint of our ſamous Coun- 
tryman + Bede, that in many places the People 
were deprived of the Holy Spirit, by the neglect 
of Biſhops to confirm: and ſince the Largenelſs 
of Diocefles, and Attendance in Parliaments, and 


many other Avocations, may juſtly obſtruct the 


Fathers of our Church in the Perſonal Diſcharge 
of this Duty; T hambly offer it to better Judges, 
| whether 


W IT Or 
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whether the reſettling (under proper reſtrictions) 


of the Ancient Order of Chorepiſcopi { whom I take 
to have been of the Epiſcopal Rank) would not be 
very conducible to the Extent, of this Adminiſtra 


tion ? 


: 


VII. Concerning which J am 5ly, to obicrve, 


that at our happy Relormation it was“ re- 
ſtored to the Primitive Simplicity : and 
in ſuch a degree as + Calvin himſelf with'd 
the Reſtitution of; and as Proteſtants of 
Churches wanting it have much approv'd: 
and particularly a ** French Writer of Ce- 


lebrated Learning faith of the Prayers in 
Zo hem. c. 3. Remedium 
datur uſutpatus ab anti- 


our Office of Confirmation. Nin iſtis 
eſt quod non toto pectere amplectar, & exoſ- 
culer. We neither make it a Sacrament ; 
nor retain the Chriſm, or anointing, 
which came in after the times of the A- 
poſtles. And tis further to be remem- 
ber'd, that in the Roman Confirmation 
there is no laying on of hands; and conſe- 
quently this is none of thoſe Ceremonies 
that are ſo much decry'd, becauſe they 
have been abus'd by Superſtitior: which 
yet is a very fceble ground for the Ex- 


* Uriliter reintroductu: 
elt, jam a primevi Fc. 
cle{:a.uturpatus, Novitios 
recipiendi ritus. Addi- 
tur ritus Apoſtolicus ma- 
munn impoſitionis, cum 
invocatione adhuc ſuper 
illos nominis Divini, ad 
roborandam caleſlis gra- 
tiæ ſpem. Ord. Fratr. 


quis, (antequàm in abuſiun 
venitlet) & qui adhuc in 
Ecclefiis quibuidaui pic 
uſurpatur, Confirmation: 
ritus. Comen. Annot. 26. 
Inſtit. I. g. c. 10. 


Dall. de Cult. Lat.. 


2. C. z. & io Dallæum verbs 
conceptis aſſeverare, Con- 
firmationem, qui nunc 
utitur Eccleſia Ang licaua, 
nut meliùs, ac ſapien- 
tius, magiſque ad Chri- 
{tjaniſmi ingenium con- 
ſtiiutam eſſe, quam quæ 
in vere; um quart!, & de- 


inceps ſeculi libris olim fuiſſe deprehenditur > quod tamen majus eff quim Eecleſia 
naſtra ſibimet unquam arrogavit.) Et quidem hac ſanctè adea aſſerenti pleniſſimam fi- 
dem non adhibere nefas ducimus. Sed nihilominis que de hoc ritu ſcripfit naſiræ Ec- 
clefie, utut ab eo laudata, planiſimè adverſantur : ut patè qua enum veteri Eccleſſa 
baptiſmum quidem a Prezbyters, confirmat ionem vero ab Epiſcopis ſolis conferendam 


Cod. Can. vindic. | i 


ef decreit ; adevgque hanc ab illo apertiſſing diſtingit, "obs Bevelegius, Proœm. ad 


| ploding 
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ploding of appointments, otherwiſe venerable, and 
uſeful. What was of the Apoſtolical date in Confir. KK 
1 Thel. 5,21, mation, we keep; Holding faſt that which is god. ang 

what was of a Newer Stamp, we have rejected. 
Wiſſowat. *Tis therefore an abſurd argument of a * Socinian MK 


Interpreter, that this Rite cannot be garher'd. from 8 

my Text, becauſe here is no mention of Cyl, nor 

ok tho Sign of the Croſs: as if they were Eſſentia! 
VIII. Suppoſing tlien this Eſtabliſhment in our . 


Church to be borrow'd from the Apoſtles; as the 
Frame of it generally is, which we are fo cereleſs 

8 in defending) I proceed in the 6 place, to n. 
Auire into the Qualifications {or this facred Ord-. 
nance; that none may ruſh upon it unprepard. KF 
Baptiſmis unqueſtionably previous to it: and when 

the Euchariſt was given to Infants, (as in forme MM 
Churches anciently) Confirmation muſt needs be 
E very Early. The learned Caſſander diſapproves 
the giving of it haſtily to little Children; and af- 
firms this to be the Sentiment of good Mea of his 
own. Communion. And our Church limits it to 
Children that are come to years of Diſcretion: which 
muſt be meaſur d by the Ripeneſs of their Undcr- 
ſiſlanding. But what is moſt conſiderable, is the aw- 
had mil ful "ye Queſtion pur to thoſe who are confirm'd : 
videtur non Do ye here. in the Preſence of God, and of this Con- 
20 conducturum ſi pueri baptizati, chm jam ad pubertatem pervenerint, 
intertogentur, ratum ne habeant, quod ſuſceptores illorum nomine Polhciti ſur in 
baptifmo. Si reſpondeant ſe ratum habere, tum publicè r2noverur ea profeſlig, 
ſimul Congregatis æqualibus; idque Ceremoniis gravibus, aptis, caſtis, ſerlis, ac 


magnificis; queque deceant eam profeſſionem, qua nulla poteſt eſſe ſanctior. 
Eraſm. Pref. ad Pirapbr. | 


gregation, 


„ — „„ „ 
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of Confirmation. 


gregation, renew the Solemn (promiſe, and vam that 

* was malle in your name at your Baptiſm ; \ratifying, 
= and confirming the fame in your own Ferforth ans ac- 
5 tnowledging your ſelves bound to believe, and to do 
% thoſe things which your Godfathers, and Godmother) 
ow then undertook for you To which every one is to 
J anſwer audibly, %. Now all this imports ſuch 
= 2 Religious ſenſe of the Preſence of God, and ſuch 
"i a Competency of Chriſtian knowledge, and ſuch 
a ſerious Reſolution to live anſwerably, and ſuch a 
Juſt notion of the Obligation of our baptiſmal 
Vow ; that I cannot but think, much more delibe- 
* ration, and maturity is requiſite in this Tranſaction, 
1 than can well be preſum' d in thoſe that are com- 
monly eſteem'd capable of it. It there were no 
more in it than an ordinary Epiſcopal Benediction, 
all might be freely admitted to it: but ſince tis 
an Act not to be repeated, and an Authentick Re- 
5 newal of our molt holy Promiſes, and a Capaci- 
2 tating of Chriſtians for the Table of the Lord; I 


* 2 9, I - 2 Tx 
5 6 +" 
Ee 
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the Cloſe of the Office of Baptiſm doth not imply a 
bare rehearſal of the Catechiſm, or a Superfictal 


thoſe who are going on unto perfection. 


IX. Laſtly, to {ſtrengthen what hath been ſaid, 
let us Confider the Uſefulneſs of Confirmation : 
which, if truly known, would bring it into more 
Credit. And 1%, this is a manifeſt Advantage, 
that it ſtrongly engageth us to a Chriſtian Lite: 
and the Publick owmng of our Baptiſm, and ta- 


C 2 king 


conceive with all Submiſſion, that the Injunction at 


Inſtruction therein; but ſo much s#z4 in the Word Heb. 5. 13. 
of rigbteonſueſs, as is above Babes, and becomes & C. 1. 


—_— —_ — 
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Joſh. 24. 22, 


> o—_ — 


king upon our ſelves the Bond which our Surctics 
gave for us, and defying of Satay in open 
day, will be a laſting Admonition, and Check to 
us; that we may never deſert, nor diſhonour our 
Chriſtian proteſſion. For we are witneſs againſt our 


ſelves, if we turn Apoſtates, and run into Vice, and 


V. 24 


Luke 19.22. 


Fph. 4. 14. 


Stupidity ; after decloring before God, and his 
Angels, and his Churcl:, The Lord our God will we 
ſerve, and his voice will we obey, And if any Man 
tall back from what he hach aſſented to by his own 
Confeſſion, God may juiily ſay to him. Out of thine 
own Mouth will I Judge thee, thou wicked Servant. 


X. A ſecond Advantage of Confirmation is, that 
it naturally tends to the Preſerving of Men in the 
Communion of the Church: for if they are ſeriouſſy 
prepar'd {or it, and furniſh'd with a fufficient Stock 
of Knowledge, and Remember that in Baptiſm they 
were made Members of Chriſt's Catholick Church; 
and if they adhere honeſtly to theſe Engagements; 
they cannot be deluded into Schiſm, aur carried a- 
bout with every Wind of Doctrine, nor inveagled to 
break the Peace of a Society which tis their great- 
eſt honour to be Incorporated into. And an Tngenn- 
ous mind will thus reſiſt the Temptations of delu- 
ding Spirits, Sha/l I depart from the Obedience of my 
Spiritual Fathers, by whom I was confirm d in the 
Chriſtian faith, and led to the Altar of God? "ihe 
ſtrength. of the Separation conſiſts in ſeizing upon 
Ignorant, uninſtructed Souls; that have not been 
fortify d by the Succours of the Church, nor at- 
tended upon the Lord's Supper: but ſuch as know 
our Religion; are in no danger of being 1 * 

rom 
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from it. To ſuch Men if our Holy Mother ſhould 


come {in theſe days of Apoſtacy ) with this Queſti- 


on, Mill ye alſo go away? their anſwer would be 
the ſame as was given to Chriſt : To whom ſhall we ſoh. 5.59,68, 


go? thou haſt the Words of eternal Life. 


XI. 31y, Tis another advantage of Confirmati- 
on, that the Perſons upon whom the Hands of 
the Biſhop are laid, are from him (according to 


the Prayer of our Church) certify d by this /ign of 


God s favour, and gracious Goodneſs towards them. 
The meaning whereof IT ſuppoſe to be this, that 


God havivg inveſted the chief Paſtours of his 


Church, both with the Power of the Keys, and 
with the Right of bleſling in his Name; they now 
Exerciſe this Authority, not only by imparting to 
theſe Chriſtians a moſt ſolemn Benediction; o“ 
whicli Impoſition of hands was the Ancient token 


but alſo by declaring their proticiency to be ac- 


cepted by God, and advancing them to an higher 
degree in the Church. And this muit be no {mall 
{atisfaction to a Devout Conſcience, to have ſuch 


a Teſtimony of growing in Grace, and of finding ac 2 Per. 3. 18. 


ceptance with God. 


XII. This brings me to a 4th Advantage, that 
in Confirmation we may Piouſly expect the Helps 
of divine Grace; to Arm us againſt our Spiritual 


Enemies, when their onſets are moſt dangerous to 
us; and to quicken, and enable us for the Perfor- 


mance of wit we here undertake. When the 

Light of thc Reformation began to dawn amon 

us, this was the Doctrine of our Church: That 
the 
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Neceſ. Eru- he being Confirm is the receiving ſuch Gifts of the 
dit. A. D. holy Ghoſt, as whereby they ſhould be ſo corrobora- 


1543. 


ted, and eftabliſhd in the Gifts, and Graces before 


err f In Baptiſm ; that they ſhould not lightly fall 
again from the ſame, but ſhould conſtant 'y retain them, 
and perſevere therein: and ſhould alſo be made ſtronger, 
and hardier, as well to confeſs boldly, and Manfully 
their Faith; and to fight againſt their Ghoſtly Ene 
mies; as alſo to bear the Croſs of Chriſt : and finally, 
that they ſhould attain increaſe, and abundance of 
Vertues, and Graces of the Holy Ghoſt. Contorma- 
ble hereunto is this Declaration in the old Editions 


of our excellent Liturgy : Foraſmuch as Confirmation 


is Miniſter d to them that be Baptix d, that by Im po- 
ſition of Hands, and Prayer, they may receive Strength 
and Defence againſt all Temptations to Sin, and the 
Alſaults of the World, and the Devil; it is moſt meet 
to be Miniſter d when Children come to that Age, that 
partly by the Frailty of their own Fleſh, partly by the 
Aſſanlts of the World, and the Devil, they begin to 
be in Danger to fall into ſundry kinds of Sin. Now 
though this Rite undoubtedly is not neceſſary to 
Salvation, and Baptiſm is perfect, and ſaving with- 
out it; yet if 'tis available to ſuch purpoſes, who 
would not ſtrive to be guarded by it? who would 
go into the Field without this Armour? I cannot 


Econ as be denyd (faith a great + Archbiſhop} 4ut that Ly 


hearty, and earneſt Prayers God doth work theſe effeils 
in thoſe Children that be his : and hereof Impoſition 
of Hands isa Sign. The Ground of this is that promiſe 


whereupon all our Prayers depend, that we ſhall obtain 


whatſoever we ask the Father in Chriſt's name. A- 
greeable is the Explication of the moſt Judicious 


+ Author 


a of Confir mation. I 5 ö 


+ Author of Ecclefraſtical Polity : The Reaſon (faith +1. 5.6.56 ö 
he) wherefore Confirmation, by Prayer, and Laying on | 
of FHlands, hath hitherto always continued, is for Very 
ſpecial Benefits which the Church thereby enjoyeth. | 
The Fathers every where impute unto it that gift of F 
Grace of the Jloly Ghaſt, not which maketh us firlt 


27 Chriſtian Men, lut when we are made ſuch, afhteth 
4 us in all vertue, armeth us againſt 7 emptation, an 
1 Sin. And being thus perſwaded, they held Confirma- 
Y tion as an Ordinance Apaſtolict, always Profitable in 


God's Church, althourh not almays accompanied with 
ch largereſs of thoſe Fraternal Fffets mhich 
„ gave it Countenance at the Firſt. Again he aſſerts, 
that when Children in Expettation of being Confirm d 
were feaſone with the Principles of true Religion; the 
* Prelates, and Fathers of God's family, to whom the 
Cure of their Souls belonged, ſaw by Trial, and Fx 
F amination of them a Part of their own heavy Burthien 
” diſchaigd; reaped comfort by beholding the Firſt be- 
” ginnings of true Godlineſs in tender years; and neg- 
leiled not ſo fit Opportunity of giving every one Father- | 
ly Encouragement, and Exhortation, Whereunto Im- 
Poſition of Hands, and Prayer being added, our War- 
rant for the great good Effect thereof is the ſame which 
Patrtarchs, Prophets, Prieſts, Apoſtles, Fathers, aud 
Alen of God have had for ſuch their particular Invo- q 
cations, and BenediiTions ; as no Man, I ſuppoſe, pro | þ 
feſſing truth of Religion, will eafily think to have been | 
without Fruit. I may add the late Obſervation of [ 
a Learned || Prelate ; ion the fincere Vong, and] Exiol. of N 
earneſt Prayers of Perſons Confihmetd, we have redſon 
to believe, that a proportioned Degree of God s grace, 
and Spirit will be poured oat upon them. But _ 
2 ume 
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ſure with all humility, that the deſir'd eſfuſion 
of God's Grace, and Spirit 15 much rather Imputa- 
ble to the Prayers of the Biſhop Confirming, than of 
the Party Confirm cd. For in all Benedictions, the 
Efficacy of them (whatever it is under God) is 
aſcrib'd to him that bleſſeth: and tis an Aphor:tm 
of the Apoſtle, Without all contraditiion. the Leſs is 
Bleſſed of the Better. To conclude this head with 


+ Dr Comber. the Words of a known + Writer, Let us open our 


hearts by earneſt defires, and ſtretch out the hands of 
Faith, and Hope to receive theſe ſo much needed, ſo 
ineſtimable Gifts ; and let us not doubt but God wil! 
hear his own Servant, and gratify our deſires; Chi jt 
hath promiſed to give theſe gifts to us, and others 
have received them in the uſe of this very means; [0 


that if we ask heartily, and believe firmly, God wil by 


the ſame means give them into us alſo. 


XIII. Having thus endeavour d brieſſy to Explain, 


and Recommend this Apoſtolical Inſtitution; I mult 
not conclude without Addreſſing my ſelf to m 

Brethren of the Clergy : to whom I would humbl 

ofer the following Reque s. 1%, That in Govern- 
ing, and Inſtructing our Flocks, we would have a 
Special regard to the Old Principles of our Church ; 
and in all our Conteits enquire, What her Senſe, 
and Judgment is? For the knowing of which, we 
are no more to go to Holland, than to Rome; but 
to conſult her Articles, and. Homilies, and Canons, 
and Rubricks, and eſpecially ber Liturgy : (tor ſure- 
ly in our Prayers to God we ſay nothing that is 


falſe, nor uſe ſtrange fire in our Publick Incenſe) 


and let no Man's Authority Chow High, and learn- 
| | r 
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ever ſource they come, whether from a Schiſ- | 
matical, and Innovating Spirit; or under a 


them, if they will not be Reclaim'd. How then 


courage them, in their Sin? God forbid. Are 
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edd(Gever he be) outweigh that of the Church. 


Tis what we promis d at our Ordindtioh, with 
faithful * 8 to baniſh, and drive away all er- N 
roneous, and ſtrange Doctrines; and from what- | 


Pretence of Refinement, and Rational Searches ; 


or under the Colour of Peace and Moderation; 
let us apply to this Caſe our Saviour's elegant 
Sentence, u Man having drunk Old Wine, defi- Luk. 5. 39. 


reth New ; for he ſaith, the Old is better. 


XIV. 2/y. That we would Employ our beſt 
Endeavours, with all Meekneſs, and Wiſdom, 
for the Reducing of thoſe that ſeparate from our 


Communion. The harveſt is Plenteous : and let Mat. 9. 35. 


it not be ſaid of us, that the Labourers are few. 


In this affair the plain Queſtion is, Are the Pi, 
ſeuters (though ſincerely ſuch) in a ſtate of Sin, 


(upon making a groundleſs Separation) or not? 


If they are not, we, and our Forefathers (though 


firmly hoping for God's Indulgence to nen, 
lly 


henſions of Conſcience) having been ſhame 


Miſtaken in condemning the Innocent. Tf they 


are, the very Law of Moſes directs, 7hou ſhall re- Lev. 19. 14. 
 Buke thy Neighbour, and not ſuffer Sin upon him; [ 
and we are Commanded by the Apoſtle to mark Rom. 16. 17. [| 


them which cauſe di viſſons, and offences; aud to avoid 
are we to deal with Schiſmaticks 2 Are we to En- 


we not to awaken, and convince them by Ar- 
D guments, 


— 
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guments, and Perſwaſives of the Danger of their 
Condition? Certainly tis Chriſtian Charity, and 
our particular Obligation, to do fo with all the 
Farneſtneſs we can. And if any Man would 
ſtop us in this holy Work with Politict Reaſons, 
there is this invincible objection againſt Secular, 
and undue Compliances; that if they had been 
practis d by the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, 
the World would never have been converted to 


Chriſtianity. _ | 


XV. The 34 Requeſt is, That we would pro- 
mote Peace; and Amity, and affectionate corre- 
| ſpondence among our (elves: that we may with 
united ſtrength repel the Oppoſition, and 

| Difficulties which we are too ſenſible of Meet- 
ing with in our reſpective Stations By this 


John 13. 35. (faith our Maſter) ſhall all Nen know that ye are 


17 Diſciples, if ye have love one to another: and 
if it be ſo, Lam ſure; we are not worthy to be 
Miniſters of Chriſt ;. if our mutual Love is not 


diſintereſted, undiſſembled, and fincere. What 
is likely to be the Fate of a Garriſon, when 


they whom 'tis. committed to, Quarrel in a 
Siege about the Methods of preſerving It: 
There may be an honeſt Intention in all of 
them; but that will not ſave the Place; nor can 
a Vigilant Enemy wiſh. for a fairer Advantage 
to get it into his Power. And if we ſuffer In- 
cendiaries to caſt among us names of Diſtinction, 


and to create a Diſtruſt, and ſuſpicion of one 


another; if the Altar at which we meet cannot 
| 's reconcile 
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reconcile our own Differences; and we of the 
ſame Fraternity, engagd by the ſame Vows, 
and conſecrated to the fame Work, can- 
not dell together in Unity : are we not pfalm 133. 1. 
rarely quality'd to recal our Weak, Miſ- 
guided, deluded Brethren : nay, to reſtore 
Cas far as 'tis poſſible ) Catholict Communion 
over all the World; to raiſe up the Church of 
England to the glory of being the Head of the 
Proteſtant Churches; to unite them firmly (by 
her Influence) one with another ; to remove the 
Obſtacles that have hitherto retarded this bleſ- 
ſed deſign; to carry Spiritual Peace where our 
Forces have gain'd unparallel'd Victories; and 
to make a ſecure Bank againſt the Inundations 
of Popery? To this Cafe let me Accommodate 
(in an Evangelical Conſtruction) David's pro- 
poſal to Saul: If the Lord have ſtirred thee up 1 Sam. 26. 19. 
againſt me, let him accept an Offering ; but if 
they be the Children of Men, curſed be they be- 
fore the Lord. 


XVI. The fourth Requeſt is, 'That by un- 
ſpotted, and exemplary Lives we would ſupport 
the Credit of Religion, and the Honour of our 
Church; and then all Men will conteſs, God js x Cor. 1425 1 
in us of a Truth. Tis a Noble Character of the # 
Spartan Law giver, * Nihil lege ulld in altos ſanxit, * Juſtin | 
cujus non ipſe primus in ſe documenta daret : and | 
when we urge, and excite Men toVertues, let us {| 
be ture to give Examples of them in our ſelves: F 
and then our Preaching will be lively, and pe- {4 
D 2 netrating : 1 
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Jer. 23. 29. 


netrating; it will Pierce, like Lightning, into 


the Conſciences of Sinners; and the Word of 
God (as deliver d by us) will be /ike an Hammer 
that breaketh the Rock in Pieces, If this be not 
the Succeſs of our Miniſters, and we cannot 


2 Cor. 10. 4. pull down. the ſtrong Holds of Sin; yet let no 


Haiah 56. 3. 


V. 5. 


Job, 26. 7. 


Hol. J. 9, 


Man be diſhearten d in his Labours, nor ſay, 
Behold, 1 am a dry Tree: for though he bears no 
Fruit amongſt his People, by their ſlothfulneſs, 
and Contempt; yet his own reward ſhall not be 
loſt; and God can give him a better Name than 
of Sons, aud Daughters, 


XVI. Laſtly, Let us by conſtant Prayers, 
and the. diſcharging: of our Duty with the ut- 
moſt fidelity, labour to engage God's defence 
of our Church. For as Fob admirably ſpeaks of 


God, in reference to the Creation; He ſtreteheth 


out theNorth. over the empty Place, and hangeth the 
Earth upon nothing: So we may be aſſur d tit the 
Church is equally ſupported by his Inviſible 
hand; and that ail humane Securities, the Fa- 
vour of Princes, the Steadineſs of powerjul 
Friends, the Vigour of righteous Laws, are but 
Emptineſs, and Nothing, in Compariſon of the 


divine Protection. And let us not de confident 


of this, without having a Claim to it: let it not 


be our reproach, that Gray hairs are here, and. 
there upon us, yet we know it not: let us not de- 
pend. Preſumptuouſſy upon God's maintaining 


a Fortreſs, that we diſmantle with our own 
hands: and. becauſe we fit under the thadoy. of 
that 


"x 
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firmament : aud they that turn many to r;4hteouſneſs, 


Confirmation. 7" 


that Illuſtrious Pattern of Piety, and Vertue upon 
the Throne, let us not flatter our ſelves, that the 
Church is in no danger. Far as long as it con 
tinues ſhaken by our Diviſions, and undermin'd 
by the Unchriſtian Lives of too many Retainers ; 
it Cali never be ſafe. Eli trembled for the Ark, Sim. 4. 13. 
when it was got into the Camp: but his trem- 

bling ought to have been more early, when he 

faw the Wicked ne ſs of his People, and the Diſ- 
ſoluteneſs of his Sons, and the Profanations ol 

the Tabernacle. But if (beyond our Merits) 

God preſerves the Holy Veſſel in which we are 
embark d, let us not be difquieted at loſing (it 

there be Occaſion) a little Lumber , and let not 

our private Intereſts be ot ſuch value to us, as 

to diſturb our repoſe. For we may be certain, 

that at laſt a full recompence will be allotted 

to us ſor our Integrity, and Zeal; tliat at laſt 

all theſe Clouds, hang over us, will be diſpers'd ; 

that at laſt, the Sun will break forth with undi- 
minith'd Splendour; and that they that be wiſeDan. 12. 3. 
(rel:giouſly wiſe) ſha/l ſhine as the Brightneſs of the 


* 


as the Stars fbr ever, and ever. Amen. 
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BOOKS Printed for Robert Clavell at the Pea- 
cock in St. Paul's Church 7, ard. 


Daily Office for the Sick, compil'd out of the Holy Scri- 

pture, and the Liturgy of rhe Church, with Occaſiona! 

rayers, Meditations and Directions, and an Office of Thankſ- 
giving for Recovery. The 34 Edition. 

The ſick Chriſtians Companion, conſiſting of Prayers, Medi- 
rations and Directions: Peing an Abridzment of the Daily Of- 
fice for the Sick. Price 4 d. | 

The Catechiſm of the Church, with Proofs from the New 
Teſtament, and ſome Additional Queſtions and Anſwers ; divi- 
ded into XII Sections for the Uſe of a Pariſh in London. By 
Z. Tam D, D. The 75th Edition. Price 4d. 

A e Preached on the Day of the Publick Faſt April 44 
Lo Dil King Henry the VII Chappel before the Reverend 
Clergy of the Lower Houſe of Convccation. By Z. Iham. D. D. 

A Sermon Preach'd in Lawbeth-Chappel, October 31. 1704. 
at the Conlecration of the Right Reverend Father in God, George 
Lord Riſhop of &. Aſaph. By Z. Iham D. D. Prebendary of 
Canterbury, | | 

Thele two laſt Printed for R. Clarell and V. Kettilly. 
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of St. Aſaph. By the Right Reverend Father in God, 

iam Lord Biſhop of S. Aſaph. The zd Edition. Price 2.5. 80 

Inititutiomam chronologicarum Libri II, una cum totidem 
Arithmetices chronologicæ libellis. Per Gulielmum Beveregiun: 
Nunc Epiſcopum Aſaphenſem. Editio alter, priori emendatior. 
4to. pret. 4s, 6d. 

Fuſt Publiſh'd, Chriſt's Reſurrection ſufficiently prov'd by 
choſen Witneſſes ;. A Sermon preach'd before rhe Queen at 
Sr. Fames's Chappel on | Eafter-Day 1705. By the moſt Reve- 
rend Father in God John Lord archbiſhop of Jork. 


T's Church Catechiſm explain'd, for the uſe of the Diocels 
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